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“One Illinois” Seeks Candidates’ Attention to Community Services for People with Disabilities

Galesburg, Illinois (November 3, 2006) – The Illinois Association of Rehabilitation Facilities is making its final push to advance the ONE ILLINOIS: A Community Initiative for Persons with Disabilities initiative with gubernatorial candidates before next Tuesday’s election. The campaign has been working for the last fourteen weeks to educate candidates about the urgency of need in the community system and educate voters about the candidate’s responses to those needs. The campaign states that gubernatorial candidates can’t talk about education, health care, housing, jobs, or human rights without talking about community services for persons with developmental disabilities and persons with mental illnesses. According to the campaign, these issues affect people with disabilities in the same way they affect every other citizen in Illinois.
“This campaign is critical for community services. Our success with the candidates for governor will signal a real commitment to serving people with disabilities in their communities. The commitment must address the infrastructure needs of the community system that you have heard articulated here today. ‘ONE ILLINOIS’ is our hope of doing that,” said Janet Stover, Executive Director of the Illinois Association of Rehabilitation Facilities (IARF).
The campaign calls on candidates to:

· Meet with system stakeholders in the first six-months of their term to develop a 4-year plan for community disability services.

· Initiate legislation or an Executive Order defining community services as core and essential.

· Focus at the cabinet level the state’s responsibility of developmental disability, mental health, substance abuse, rehabilitation services and early intervention services for children and adults.

· Increase funding for community services during their term of office. Recently completed studies show that the system is chronically under funded and with the increasingly severe caseloads, the stress on the system is palpable.

· Initiate legislation that provides for annual cost of doing business increases to rates and reimbursements so that quality is not compromised.

· Appoint a blue-ribbon commission within six months of their term to take data from rate studies recently completed and outline how they will address the rate inadequacies and the funding stream to do that.

One Illinois believes that leadership and investment of resources will increase the stability and quality of community services for persons with disabilities and persons with mental illnesses; decrease the waiting lists for those with urgent needs through properly funded expansion of the system; and create a true community system where choices exist for persons with disabilities and their families.

According to Stover, “ONE ILLINOIS is our call to the gubernatorial candidates to adopt an agenda for Illinois that supports and serves individuals with disabilities and mental illnesses and maintains and improves the quality network of providers that assist people to live, learn, work and recreate in their community.”
To learn more about ONE ILLINOIS: A Community Initiative for Persons with Disabilities, please visit www.oneillinois.info. 
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